City of Longview 2019 Legislative Priorities

Beech Street Extension

The City respectfully requests $1,080,000 in funding for the extension and improvement of Beech St.
from Oregon Way to California Way. The project will include 2,000 lineal feet of three-lane roadway,
curb, gutter, sidewalk, bike lanes, street trees, street lights, and drainage features. Construction of Beech
Street will open 76 acres of vacant and inaccessible industrial land and provide arterial congestion relief
to the heavily traveled SR 432 freight corridor. Development interest is strong in the area, as indicated by
a majority of property owners that have agreed to participate in a Local Improvement District (LID) to
help fund this project. Utilizing LID funding and a grant from Cowht County leaves a funding gap of
approximately $1,080, 000 3
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Economic Development

The City of Longview supports legislation providing more tools to cities to support economic
development in downtown centers, including for commercial and industrial development such as the
Beech Street industrial area. The City joins the Association of Washington of Cities in advocating for
increment financing tools.

The City supporis the efforts of the Association of Washington Cities.




City of Longview 2019 Legislative Policies
In addition to the City’s 2019 adopted legislative priorities, the city has adopted the following
policies. The policy document provides direction to city staff and the city lobbyists. These are issues
that the city will monitor and support along with AWC and other stakeholders but are secondary to
the 2019 legislative priorities of the City.

Affordable Housing & Homeownership Tools: The City of Longview joins housing advocates in
requesting funding tools for affordable housing, funding for the Housing Trust Fund, reforms to the
Condominium Liability Act, and other creative solutions to funding or incentivizing affordable

housing.
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Lower Columbia College: The City supports the efforts of Lower Columbia College, including
Capital Budget asks for buildings on campus.

Preemptions and Unfunded Mandates: The City opposes any preemption of local control or the
imposition of unfunded or underfunded state mandates.




